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I's of Eng/and, tor them, or any of them, to 


anſiver ; that there may be an underſtanding why Perſecution is ſo violently proſecuted. 
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; F Aether was not Man-cteated good, and whether had he not power 

F-0 in that ſtate over all creatures ? and whether did he oppreſs or afflict 

| Y any creature by his power; or whether was not the Creation 1n love, 

peace and unity together ? 

\.2, Whether did not the Fall diſorder the Creation, and whether was not tne 
Serpent the cauſe of it; and whether doth not the Serpent govern over all 
People in the Fall, and whether any in that ſtate bein a right capacity to 
covern others ? 

. Whether was not the Serpent the original of fn? and whether is not Perſe- 
cution, Sin? and whether did Caiz well in killing his brott.er, and for what 
.cauſe aid he kill him ? 

4. Whether is there not a day of Reſtauration to be expected, and by whom is 
all things to be reſtored? and whether is that day paſt, preſent, or to come. 

| 5. Whether is not the Serpents head to be broken in the day of Reſtauration ? 
and whether muſt not his Government fall when his head is broken, and 
whther is not that come which is to do 1t 2 i 

6. Whether is there any Perſecutior. in the Reſtauration, or whether doth not 
Love, Peace and Unit” ;,.ow again ? and whether ſuch as perſecute be in 
love, peace and ,inity with thoſe they perſecute ? : 
7. "Whether ixnot Perſecution an evident mark of the Serpents Enmity 2 and 
whether-/any in Enmity be in Love, Peace and Unity ? En 
'$. Whether is not Chriſt the Author of Faith, and whether do ſuch as livein 
thyFaith perſecute any? ; : 
9. Whether Unbelievets can be converted by Perſecution, and whether Per- 
' ſecution be a g00d Religion to convert any into? 
320... Whether are not ſuch as are contrary-minded to be convinced, and the 
mouthes of gainſayers to be topped ; and whether Perſecution be the way 
do either ? 

I is not Perſecution an Effe& of your Doctrine ; and whether is 

your Do&trine ſound thar produceth ſuch Effects > 

12. Whether do not you promote the Perſecution that is, and whether have 
-* f6u-not laid the greater part of that work upon others to eaſe your ſelyes? | 
"334 Vhether do you walk as Chrift and his Apoſiles walked ? and whether is 
* | "riot your praRiice of Perſecution contrary to their Practice and Doctine. 

' F 14, Whether is not the Love of God manifeſt in Chriſt, and whether is not 

. Chiiſt the Light that makes it manifeſt ? and whether is not the Love of God 

> ſhed abroad in the heartgjof all that believe 1n 

— hether doth any Perſecution riſe from the Love 

ſuch as know it ſhed abroad in their hearts do walk in that way 
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16, Whether doth not Love endure all things ; and whether are not ſuck in | 


the Love of God that endure Perſecution, and whether are not ſuch in the 
Enmity that perſecute ? | 

17. Whether is not the Doctrine of Chil to be believed and followed ? and 
whether ſuch as love their Enemies, and follow Peace With all men, do not 
believe and follow his Doctrine ? 

18. Whether are any wotthy to be perſecuted, that believe and follow Chiiſt's 
Do&trine ; or whether they are not worthy to be encouraged ? 

19. Whether is your Faith and Do&trine the ſame as the Apoliles was, and 
how myy it be known ? : ; : : 

20, Whether doth your Practice and Worſhip agree with Chriſt and his Apo- 
Rles, or Whzther it is not nearer the Popes Inventions? _ 

21. VVhether do you preach, pray and-fing in the ſame Spirit as the Apoſiles 
did;-or whether are you not apoltatized from it, and oblerving the Traditt= 
ons of men ? : 

22. VVhether do.you take Tythes from any Precept or Preſident of Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles ; and whether are Tythes to be taken and paid for maintenance 
of a Golpel-Minitiry ? fi 

23, VVhether do you ſprinkle Infants from any Precept or Preſident of Chritt 
or his Apoſtles, or whether hath not the Pope introduced it? 

24. VVhether is the whole, or any part of your Practice and Worſhip accord- 
ing to the plain Truth of Scripture ? 1t it be, then prove it by the Scripture 3 
bur if you cannot, then it is not to be owned as Infallible. 

. VVhetheris it Error 

pri inner if it be, then convince the Diflenters by ſound Dottrine, and 
maintain your practice in the Spirit of Love and Meeknels, without Perſecu- 
tion and Violence. : 

* 26, 'VVhether is it Error for ſome to meet,befides the Family, contrary toyour 
Lyturgy? or, whether may not four lo meet Without tranſgretſing the late 
A&> if ſo; Then whether may not fowr h#ndred meet in the ſame Truth, ſee- 
ine four are not concluded to be 1n error ? and whether doth the number 
make itan error, or whethe: 1s 1t not the ſame Truth in many as in few 2 
27, VVhether is not that a true. 

rit, and whether ſuch a Worſhip may not be performed contrary to yonr Ly- 

turgy ? and whether have you ever p:oved the Qu-iher s Meetings to be Sedi. 

trors Conventicles, and contrary to the true Worſhip in Sp:r;: ? and Whether is it 
reaſonable to perſecute for that you have never proved o de irregular > 


28, VVhether Appearance on 
by ; and whether 
God? and if ſo, then whet 

29, VVhether is a Peaceable 


her you do well to perfecute them 7 
Meetipg a Seditions Conventicle, or what makes a 


a te 


ly be a good ground to judge and conclude Error” 
Difſenters from you in appearance may not truly worthip'; 


| 


the Light, and whether 1s not. 


in the fight of God to diflent from your Practice and —+ 


worſhip abich is performed to God in his Spi--. 


Seditions Coxventicle ? and whether is not the late At Wrelted,When execu- 
ted upon ſuch as meet peaceably ? 

39. VVhether muſt not the Lamb and the Saints have the Viory, and what 
muſt they have victory over ; and whether mult not the Lamb reien over all 
that war againſt him? and whether doth not Perſecution war 202inkt him > 
and whether ſuch as perſecute be not his enemies, that would not thar he 
ſhould reign, and whether muſt they not be overcome and ſliin before him > 

31, VVhether is it not the Lamb and his Followers that patiently endure 
Perſecution; and whether is not Perſecution the Dragon's flood ? 

32. Whether is it a work of Chriſtianity to baniſh People for meeting: peace= 
ably, and no other thing proved againſt them? and whether is there ny Law 
in England that gives power ſo to do? and whether is true Judgment exe- 
cuted by thoſe that do it ? : 

33. Whether is it not better to ſuffer Afflictions with the People of God, than 
to enjoy the pleaſure of fin? and whether Pride, Riotins, and Druoken- 
neſs be not fin ? Ne 
People of God to ſuffer Aﬀflition ? | | 

34. Whether is not Chriſt the Prizce of Peace? and whether is not Peace the 
fruit of his Spirit ? and whether are ſuch governed by his Spirit,as perſecute 
his People for meeting peaceably, which is the fruit of his Spirit ? 

| 35. VVhether is not Perſecution expoſed to termination, and whether ſuch as 
proſecute it bz not expofed to termination with it > 

36. Whether is not Love and Good-will a ſure mark of Chriſtianity? and 
whether 1s not Envy and Cruelty a ſure mark of the contrary ? and whether 
1s there Love and Good-will in Perſecution , and whether is the nature of 
Chriſtianity in ſuch a work ? TY 

37. VVhether is th: Name of a Chriſtian a ſure Evidence of Salvation, and 
whether may not ſucn as have the Name and not the Nature, bs liable to 


Condemnation ? 


outward obſervations ? or whether doth it not ſtand in the Principle of Life? 
and whether is that Religion which tands in the Life to be denied, and 
they that live in it to be perſecuted ? 


1s not Chriſt the true and only Foundation ? and whether that Religion that 


1s ſetled upon him ought to be ſuppreſled ? 
49. VVhether is not all Power in Heaven and Earth in Chriſt? and whether 
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ori Judge to limit his Power;? or whether are nq 
Preheminence 3. 
| Theſe Qzeriesare propoſed in meekneſs and fear for you, or any of you'to an- 
ſwer, for the heat of Perſecution is violent upon the Innocent ; and it is but a 
reaſonable thing to demonſtrate your minds for the Nations ſatisfaRion, and in 
plainneſs make it known wherefore ſuch things come to paſs ; and if you can 
make it appear that it is for any cauſe of evil that we are fo afflited, then you 
will manifeſt ſomething to ſarisfaRion ; for it's believed you have very much 
provoked the preſent Authoricy unto it, and alſo promote the Execution of it ; 
And though the Magiſtrates in doing of it give you eaſe, and ſo you keep your 
ſelves more cloſe from appearing in action, yz it is believed that you followit 
With your ſtrength, and that by your ſtrength the Magiſtrates hand 1s both lifted 
up and pulled down : and if it be not ſo, then clear your ſelves from it, by en- 
deavouring to reſtrain the Evil of it, that the backs of the Righteous may be 
—Mmitten no more,and all that have their hands in chat work may ſay,/t & enough, 
left Ju22inent ſall mercileſs becauſe no mercy is ſhewed : for is it alight thing 
to driv= Innocent People from their Peaceable Meetings with Armed men, and 
to thruſt th>m int» Holes and Priſons, for no other cauſe but the exerciſe of their 
Conſciznczs towards God, and then to ſend them away, and baniſh them.into 
Remote Countries, and fo tare and rend. the Bowels of the Nation, and lay 
Families waſte that are a good ſervice in their places ? O preach the do&rine 


of Love and Peace amonglt them, and let Pitty and Mercy overſway Cruelty, 


that God may divett his Vengeance which unto Cruelty belongeth, from which -- 
none can eſcape that perſiſt in perſecuting the Innocent : Therefore you Bi- 
{hops and Miniſters conſider your places, and do not preach and promote that 
"Which will draw down God's Vengeance, but preach and promote the Goſpel 
*of Peace and Salvation, that,the noiſe of Cruelty and Perſecution may ceaſe 
and no more be heard in the Land. 

And all you Magiſtrates and People hear what your Biſhops and Miniſters will 


anſwer, for this matter is not to be carried on with Clubs and Staves, theſe 


were the weapons of J-das's Band ; that's but a bad Religion that muſt be fo 
upheld : therefore ſay your hands, and let thoſe that are accounted Spiritual, 
ſand forth in the Spirit of Meekneſs ; and if in that Spirit they will appear, 
we are ready in the ſame Spirit to make our defence, but we cannot uſe Clubs 
and Staves init, for our weapons are not carnal, and our Conſciences are tender 
towards God ; therefore be you Rifl and quiet, and let them have time to con- 
fider and give their Anſwer ; which if they do not, you may well forbear Randing 
in their defence, and alſo ftay your hands from afflicting or perſecuting us any 


Fiirther ; for we have a good Cauſe, and our patience and peace is init; andin 
' the midſt of our Aﬀictions that 18 our Joy and Crown of Rejoycing. Glory 
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' be unto the Lord God for ever. 
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The 12th of the zth month, 1664, "I 
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and whether do not ſuch as enjoy thoſe pleaſures cauſe the | 


38, VVhether is Religion an outward thing, or whether is it contained in © 


7is not he the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of the Soul > and whether is any 


8H 


39. VVhether are notall outward things of a periſhing nature, and whether + 
is a peliſhing nature a good foundation to ſettle Religion upon 2 or Whether + 


